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and reflect over adverse criticisms. A man learns more from his
critics than from his followers. Hence I think first about how many
people disapprove of my views rather than how many approve.
And if I do.not easily change my views once formulated, one good
reason for it is that usually I have already examined with care
what is said against them. There is not a single criticism by the
learned Mrs. Annie Besant which has escaped my careful con-
sideration. One thing, however, is true. I give prime impor-
tance to my inner voice. Opposed to it, even the works of great
men have, they ought to have, no weight with me. No other
course would be right for a swarajist. If a man does not give
the first importance to his inner voice, he will forfeit his humanity
and lose all his worth. We should know, to be sure, that every-
one does not hear the inner voice. It is heard only by one who
is ever devoted to study and is a man of discrimination, humility
and faith. I do not neglect to study and am not devoid of dis-
crimination and humility. Faith I certainly have. I strive my
best to cultivate self-restraint. I believe, therefore, that I hear the
inner voice. Everyone can be what I am and hear the inner
voice. The man who hears it has gained the strongest support.
He can then examine the words of the greatest of men. He may
sometimes err in his judgment, but, when he does so, he admits
the error in all humility and expiates for it.
CIVIL DISOBEDIENCE
The same correspondent asks me : "If you advise civil dis-
obedience, why don't you, at the same time, advise refusal to
submit to the penalty for disobedience?" Such refusal, however,
would only lead to anarchy, because there would be nothing "civil"
about it. The word "civil" suggests that the order alone is to be
disregarded, not the penalty. In any case, there can be no ques-
tion of refusing to submit to the penalty. Civil disobedience has its
source in soul-force. Glorying in his physical might, the tyrant seeks
to conquer the world. The man of soul-force hands over his body
to the tyrant and keeps his soul free, for no tyrant can do any-
thing to a man's soul. Prahlad offered civil disobedience, but was
not scared when thrown from the top of a hill. He even em-
braced as if it were a friend a red-hot pillar. With a smile on
his face, Sudhanva plunged into a cauldron of boiling oil. Joseph,
the prophet, preferred to go to jail to obeying wicked orders. A
civil resister may not pay a fine, for that would be his voluntary
act* Being imprisoned is not a voluntary act, since it is the oppre-
ssor who throws him into jail.